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Introduction & Strategic  
Framework Overview

Background

For many years, the Tri-Valley Cities of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, San Ramon, and the Town 
of Danville have joined together to work on legislative issues, projects, and initiatives at the 
Federal level. Each City and Town is represented by the Mayor, City Manager, and Staff Liaison.  
Coordination of the group is rotated annually between each City.  Activities include quarterly 
meetings to discuss legislative matters, and an annual visit to Washington DC by the Mayors 
to meet with representatives, promote the Tri-Valley Legislative Agenda, and attend either the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Annual Winter Meeting or the National League of Cities’ Annual 
Congressional City Conference.

The Cities and Town have contracted with a federal lobbyist, Jordan & Associates, for approximately 
10 years and have experienced success in advocacy for legislation and leveraging funding for 
projects that meet the needs of the region.  

Previous successful efforts include:

• Interstate 580, 680 and State Route 84 Improvements; and

• East Bay Regional Communication System; and

• Tri-Valley Housing Opportunity Center

In late 2016, the staff liaisons were directed to plan a retreat for the members from which a 
Strategic Framework would be developed.  In February 2017 a retreat was held and the work from 
that meeting is represented in this Legislative Strategic Framework.

Overview

The Cities and Town have experienced challenges over the last few years in moving forward 
with its Tri-Valley Legislative Agenda, and have determined that the development of a Strategic 
Framework would assist the region with a more focused effort and improve strategic advocacy at 
all levels of government (e.g. federal, state, regional, local). 

This document sets a clear direction regarding the region’s priorities, including desired objectives, 
estimated timelines for completion, and potential partnerships with regional agencies (e.g. 
transportation agencies) for each legislative effort.  The goal of the Strategic Framework is to 
provide focus, drive alignment, promote strategic relationships, and assist in promoting a clear 
and concise narrative to maintain and improve the quality of life for Tri-Valley residents and 
businesses and enable continued opportunities for public and private investment within the 
region.
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TRI-VALLEY CITIES VALUES STATEMENT

The Tri-Valley Cities of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, San Ramon, and Town of Danville value 
regional leadership, collaboration, and problem solving to maintain and improve the quality of life 
for Tri-Valley residents and businesses, and enable continued opportunities for public and private 
investment within the region.

Each City or Town provides a unique perspective on how to best meet the needs of their residents. 
The Cities and Town agree to respect the individuality of each community while focusing on 
collaboration towards common efforts and regional solutions.

The Cities and Town are committed to open and honest communication with a goal of building 
consensus and a united approach to advocacy for solutions that will serve the residents and 
businesses of the Tri-Valley. 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION FRAMEWORK

The current political landscape has inspired the Cities and Town to develop a new legislative 
framework with a goal of creating positive outcomes for the region.  Historically, the practice 
has been to advocate at the federal level for funding of local projects by meeting with federal 
legislators and seeking direct funding through federal “earmarks.”  The elimination of federal 
“earmarks” by the Obama Administration as a funding mechanism for local projects and initiatives 
has severely limited the region’s legislative advocacy efforts. 

The new reality is that Federal funding is now primarily distributed by Federal Agencies via grant 
programs.  While these grants are available to cities, in practice local and regional governmental 
entities apply to respective federal agencies for these funds through a competitive application 
process.  To be successful in this environment, the Cities and Town must be more strategically 
focused and rely on relationship building and other public private partnerships to achieve 
successful outcomes. 

The Legislative Action Framework provides a mechanism to better equip the Cities and Town to 
work together on issues of joint interest. The process includes the following objectives:

• Identifying and prioritizing Focus Areas;

• Identifying and prioritizing specific projects and/or initiatives within each Focus Area;

• Developing  the Tri-Valley Legislative Platform that highlights project leads, regional 
partnerships, timelines and specific outcomes; and

• Developing an annual Action Plan Framework which serves to implement the 
aforementioned objectives.
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Focus Areas

Focus Areas anchor the work of the Cities and Town by providing clearly defined areas of interest. 
Annually, the Cities and Town will prioritize their Focus Areas and determine which of the Focus 
Areas will be included in the Annual Action Plan. The City Managers and Mayors may evaluate and 
amend Focus Areas annually.

The approved seven (7) Focus Areas are as follows (listed in priority order): 

1. Public Infrastructure

2. Transportation

3. Housing

4. Local Control

5. Fiscal Sustainability

6. Economic Development

7. Public Safety

Projects

Projects were identified and prioritized for each Focus Area.  Based upon the Focus Areas identified 
to include in the Annual Action Plan,  the Cities and Town will select projects and identify specific 
outcomes to be included in the Annual Action Plan.  An Engagement Plan will be outlined for 
each project/initiative and a Fact Sheet will be developed annually. The Engagement process is 
explained in further detail on page 6.  The specific projects within the Focus Area are as follows 
(listed in priority order):

Public Infrastructure 

1. Secure funding for local roads and 
bridges

2. Expand renewable energy 
infrastructure (e.g., solar, wind, etc.)

3. Improve water infrastructure (e.g., 
potable, recycled water, etc.)

4. Secure funding for Storm Water 
Management Infrastructure / Green 
Infrastructure

Transportation

1. Implement Tri-Valley Transportation 
Council (TVTC) Regional Priorities

2. Implement capacity improvements and 
regional highway connectivity on State 
Route 84 and Interstates 580 and 680

3. Accelerate connection of the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) system to the Altamont 
Corridor Express (ACE).

4. Complete the Iron Horse Trail from Danville 
to Livermore, including improved over 
crossings within each jurisdiction.
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Housing

1. Strengthen local control to address 
state housing mandates

2. Monitor and influence regional 
housing policy (e.g. Plan Bay Area, 
RHNA cycles, etc.)

3. Secure and protect local funding 
sources for workforce housing 
opportunities (e.g. CDBG, etc.)   

4. Work to minimize homelessness 
within the region

Local Control

1. Advocate for CEQA reform

2. Strengthen local land use control

3. Support permit streamlining initiatives

Fiscal Sustainability 

1. Advocate for fiscal reform to ensure 
retention of local revenue sources (e.g. 
sales tax, property tax, gas tax, reform 
county pool allocations, etc.)  

2. Support and secure regional / state 
grants for eligible capital projects and/
or initiatives 

3. Advocate for sustainable statewide 
CalPERS pension reforms 

Economic Development

1. Support regional collaboration around 
business innovation (e.g. Innovate Tri-
Valley, i-GATE, Livermore Valley Open 
Campus, etc.)

2. Promote private investment

3. Recruit and retain local employers

Public Safety

1. Protect local COPPS Funding

2. Strengthen law enforcement (e.g. AB 
109)

3. Reduce repeat offender crimes
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Engagement Plan

Currently, the Cities and Town collectively focus 
on engaging at the Federal level only. This plan 
will expand engagement to all four (4) levels: 
Federal, State, Regional, and Local, and will 
include a strategic focus on relationship building.  

For each specific project and initiative, it is 
important to evaluate and strengthen existing, 
and cultivate new, relationships. These 
relationships will be key to preparation of an 
Engagement Plan which will clearly identify 
steps and tasks to achieve project success.  

With established working relationships, the Cities 
and Town will be poised to better understand 
partners and how to leverage support for 
projects and initiatives.

The Engagement Plan will identify 
partners at each of the four levels, 
and the project liaisons from each City 
and Town will work on the selected 
projects or initiatives and outline a 
communication loop to ensure that 
information is shared at all levels 
regarding status, next steps and 
desired outcomes.  The plan will also 
provide an analysis of how the project 
or initiative aligns with partner agency 
priorities, and identify any additional 
relationships that need to be developed 
and/or expanded.  

The Cities and Town will be responsible 
to work with the lobbyist/consultant/
contract staff to develop an Engagement 

Plan that will identify goals and strategies for each selected project or initiative.  It is recommended 
that the lead City/Town who is facilitating the work of the Tri-Valley Cities not be assigned a specific 
project or initiative, in an effort to fairly distribute responsibility and workload amongst the Cities/
Town.   This may vary based on a City/Town’s available resources and overall interest.

Federal

Local

RegionalState TVC

Federal
DOT

FHWA

Local
EPRPD

AlamedaCTC

Regional
MTC

State
CalTrans

Local 
Division

Iron
Horse 
Trail
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2017-18 Focus Areas and Projects

Areas of Focus: Local Control, Transportation, and Housing 

Projects:

Primary Priority

• Strengthen local land use and control

Secondary Priorities

• Accelerate connection of they Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system to the Altamont 
Corridor Express (ACE)

• Complete the Iron Horse Trail from Danville to Livermore, including improved over 
crossings within each jurisdiction

• Strengthen local control to address state housing mandates

Tertiary Priorities

• Secure and protect local funding sources for workforce housing opportunities (e.g. 
CDBG, etc.)

• Implement capacity improvements and regional highway connectivity on State Route 84 
and Interstates 580 and 680

 
Next Steps

An Action Plan for fiscal year 2017-18 has been developed which translates this Legislative 
Framework into measurable outcomes.  Working together with our legislative consultant we will 
focus on developing relationships through Engagement Plans in an effort to progress toward 
measurable outcomes for each project.

The Legislative Framework may be periodically updated to adjust to the changing conditions of 
the Tri-Valley Area and the policy objectives of the region.
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Guiding Principles 
The Guiding Principles represent the City’s adopted policies and plans and frames the City’s 
legislative interests. The following documents may be found on the city’s website at 
www.cityofpleasantonca.gov or by clicking on links below. 
 

• Pleasanton City Council Priorities and Work Plan 
• Pleasanton Climate Action Plan 
• Pleasanton General Plan 2005-2025 
• Pleasanton Economic Development Strategic Plan 
• Pleasanton Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan 
• Pleasanton Human Services Needs Assessment Strategic Plan 
• Pleasanton Cultural Master Plan  
• Pleasanton Youth Master Plan 
• Pleasanton Parks and Recreation Master Plan  

 
Pleasanton’s Quality of Life  
The City supports legislation and policies that provide opportunities to protect and enhance our 
residents’ quality of life through active living, a healthy lifestyle and diverse recreational 
services. 
 
Safe and Secure Community 
The City supports legislation and policies that provides access to resources and services for 
residents, such as quality police, fire, emergency management, emergency medical services, 
services for vulnerable populations and community benefit efforts. 
 
Sustainable Development  
The City supports legislation and policies that enable sustainable development including long 
term fiscal health for the City, affordable housing, conserving natural resources, recycling, 
green building, reducing energy usage and emitting fewer air pollutants. 
 
Public Infrastructure 
The City supports legislation that will enable continued improvement and maintenance of the 
City’s public infrastructure. 

Environmental Awareness, Health, Land Use and Preservation Issue 
The City supports legislation and policies that provide for local control in determining land use 
and preservation issues. The orderly growth and development of the City together with the 
preservation of open-space is a high priority for the Pleasanton community. The City also 
supports legislation and policies that provide resources to enable environmental awareness 
and health in our community. 

http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/manager/performance.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24757
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/planning/general.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=23649
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/traffic/plans_and_programs/pedestrian_and_bicycle_master_plan.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24608
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24604
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24610
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24609
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Fiscal Sustainability 
No Unfunded Mandates. The City supports legislation that aids recovery of City costs 
stemming from State and/or Federal mandates and opposes legislation that seeks to impose 
any requirement upon City that is not fully funded. 
 
Update Local Government Tax Structure. The City supports legislation and policies that reform 
the local government tax structure to respond to the growth in e-commerce, the shift in 
consumption of goods to the consumption of services, changing patterns of commerce and 
innovations in technology and remains consistent with existing constitutional protections for 
property, sales and local taxes.  
 
Fiscal Responsibility. The City supports legislation and policies that protect existing federal, 
state, and local funding sources that provide revenues to the City of Pleasanton. 
 
Effective and Cost-Efficient Government 
The City supports policies and legislation that supports Pleasanton’s fiduciary responsibility to 
our residents to ensure assets and resources are properly safeguarded and deployed in a 
prudent, efficient manner.   
  
Foster Economic Prosperity 
The City supports legislation and policies that provides funding for economic development that 
promotes: economic health and resilience, business development and communication, 
workforce development, small business entrepreneurship training and assistance, economic 
stimulus, innovation capacity, and planning and implementation of regional transportation 
projects.  
 
Protect Local Control 
The City supports legislation and policies that protects and ensures the City’s ability and 
authority to exercise local control, enable excellent public services and protect and enhance 
the quality of life for Pleasanton residents and businesses, and supports efforts to streamline 
regulations that simplify the City operations and opposes efforts to erode the City’s authority to 
control its own affairs. 
 
Strengthen Youth Programs, Services and Activities 
The City supports legislation and policies that furthers the City’s commitment to nurturing a 
safe, supportive community that is responsive to the full range of needs of all children, youth, 
and their families. In partnership with youth, we will provide the essential environment to 
stimulate the individual potential of each young person. 
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Goals 

• Advocate the City’s legislative interests at the federal, state, regional, and county levels 
• Inform and provide information to our legislators, city council and staff on the legislative 

process and key issues and legislation that could have a potential impact on the City 
• Serve as an active participant with other local governments, the League of California 

Cities, regional agencies, and local professional organizations on legislative/regulatory 
issues that are important to the City and our region 

• Seek grant and funding assistance for City projects, services, and programs 
 

Strategies 
• Communicate legislative positions on proposed federal, state, and county legislation, 

measures, initiatives, and governmental regulations 
o Work with City departments and our legislative advocates to develop positions on 

proposed legislative measures 
o Review positions and analysis by the League of California Cities, legislative 

advocates and other local government/professional associations in formulating 
the City’s position 

o The City will take positions only on proposals that clearly impact our City or are a 
threat to local control 

o Actively track key bills through the legislative process 
o Communicate the City’s position through correspondence, testimony, and in-

person meetings 
o Work cooperatively with other cities, associations and the League of California 

Cities on advocating the City’s legislative position 
o As necessary, participate in the drafting and amending of proposed measures 

that have the potential to significantly impact the City 
o Meet with legislators and their representatives, as well as other federal, state and 

county government officials on a regular basis, to discuss local government 
issues, proposed legislation, request for funding assistance, and City programs 
and services 
 

• Work collaboratively with Tri-Valley Cities to further The Tri-Valley Cities Legislative 
Framework. 
 

• Seek federal, state, regional, and county funding through earmarks, grants and other 
discretionary funding for City projects, services and programs 

o Annually identify City projects for potential submittal for federal funding 
consideration; develop a submittal packet for legislators that provides information 
and need for the projects 

o Provide information to City departments on potential grant funding opportunities 
and recognition programs 

o Advocate and request letters of support for City projects and grant applications or 
other resources that are being considered for federal, state and county funding 
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The Process 
City Council Legislative Subcommittee 
The Subcommittee consists of Mayor Jerry Thorne, Councilmember Jerry Pentin, City 
Manager Nelson Fialho, and Assistant to the City Manager Becky Hopkins. Meetings are 
agendized and open to the public.  
 
The City Council Legislative Subcommittee will meet to review and discuss the City’s 
Legislative Framework and pending/possible Legislation.   
 
Guiding Principles. The Guiding Principles are based upon the City Council’s established 
Priorities, Work Plan and several policy documents and plans,  such as the General Plan, 
Youth Master Plan and the Park and Recreation Master Plan; they provide an established 
framework for legislation, policies and regulations to be vetted from which a position may be 
developed.   
 
Goals. The goals provide a clear direction for how to advocate and communicate the 
Legislative Framework annually. 
 
Strategies. The strategies provide the action steps and process that staff will follow to ensure 
that the city’s Legislative Framework is communicated and addressed.  
 
Pending/Possible Legislation. Pending and possible legislation is reviewed and discussed to 
determine the benefit to the city and its residents.  A position is identified using the following 
definitions:  

• Support: Legislation that the City should support as drafted 
• Oppose: Legislation that the City should oppose as drafted 
• Oppose unless amended: Legislation the City opposes unless amended 

 
Once the Subcommittee reviews the Legislative Framework and legislation for the current 
year, it will forward a recommendation to the City Council for consideration and adoption. The 
Legislative Framework, once adopted by the City Council will remain in effect until amended. 

Oversight of the Legislative Framework 
Upon the Legislative Framework adoption, the City Manager’s Office will exercise day-to-day 
oversight of legislative matters.  In addition to coordinating formal action through the City 
Council, the City Manager and the Assistant to the City Manager will administer the city’s 
Legislative Platform. 

Responding to Legislative Proposals 
Upon the Legislative Framework adoption, the following process will be followed in response to 
legislative proposals:  

• Once a determination has been made that a legislative proposal may impact the City, a 
letter outlining the City’s position will be drafted for the Mayor’s or City Manager’s 
signature 
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• If a legislative proposal or regulation arises that is not addressed by the adopted 
Legislative Framework and it is determined that it may impact the City, a draft position 
letter will be prepared for the City Council to review 

• A copy of all legislative letters will be distributed routinely to the City Council. 
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Appendix 
 
 
 

• City of Pleasanton 2018 Legislative Focus Areas 
• 2018 League of California Cities Strategic Goals 
• 2018 League of California Cities Federal Priorities  
• Tri-Valley Cities Legislative Framework 2017-18 
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Pleasanton Legislative Focus Areas 2018 
Fiscal Sustainability 

• Oppose local, regional, state or federal mandates that are unfunded or partially funded 
• Support effective options for cities to address unfunded pension liabilities that will 

ensure that cities remain financially stable and are able to provide services to their 
residents. 

• Support an update to the local government tax structure to respond to the new e-
commerce that ensure equity of sales tax allocation to cities 

 
Foster Economic Prosperity 

• Support efforts to secure funding for final phases of State Route 84 
• Support BART to ACE 

 
Pleasanton’s Infrastructure 
 Streets 

- Protect existing and support new funding directly to cities that plans for the 
preservation, maintenance, rehabilitation and development of local streets 
infrastructure 

  
 Water/Sewer 

- Support efforts to secure funding for regional recycled water project 
- Support efforts to secure funding to address water supply, sewer, storm water, flood 

control, development of new infrastructure. 
 Telecommunications 

- Local control over installation of telecommunication infrastructure 
 
Protect Local Control 

• Oppose legislation that preempts local authority 
• Support Local Control for cities in all aspects of planning and development of housing in 

their cities 
 

Safe and Secure Community 
• Support efforts to increase funding for homelessness prevention and services 
• Support efforts to secure funding for dental clinic and services for the underserved in 

Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley 
• Support efforts to secure additional funding for mental health services for Pleasanton 

and the Tri-Valley 
 

Sustainable Development 
• Support efforts to increase funding for affordable housing 
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Pleasanton Legislative Focus Areas 2018 
Regional Collaboration 

• Support efforts to collaborate with regional partners on legislative issues where there is 
alignment with the City’s Legislative Framework.  For example, regional partners may 
include Pleasanton Unified School District, Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority, 
Zone 7, East Bay Regional Park District, StopWaste, Alameda County, etc. 
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2018 Strategic Goals 
Address Public Safety Concerns of California Cities.  

• Address public safety concerns arising from recently enacted reduced sentencing laws. 
• Protect local funding and authority in the implementation of the Adult Use of Marijuana 

Act. 
• Continue to preserve city rights to deliver emergency medical services (Health and 

Safety Code 1797.201).  
• Seek additional tools and resources to address critical community challenges such as 

homelessness, mental health, domestic violence, drug rehabilitation, ex-offender 
reentry, and human trafficking. 

 
Ensure Sustainability of Public Pension and Retirement Health Benefits.  

• Consistent with the League’s adopted pension sustainability principles, work with 
affected stakeholders, employees, CalPERS, legislators and the Governor to achieve 
meaningful options for cities to address growing unfunded pension liabilities that will 
ensure cities remain solvent and provide services to residents while continuing to offer 
employees meaningful and sustainable pension and health benefits. 

 
Protect Existing Transportation Funding for Local Priorities.  

• Protect existing transportation funding for local priorities and oppose efforts that would 
reduce or eliminate funding for cities. 

 
Improve Housing Affordability and Support Additional Resources to Address the 
Homelessness Crisis.  

• Increase state and federal financial support and provide additional local incentives and 
tools to improve housing affordability and develop more workforce and affordable 
housing.  

• Support additional resources and tools to address the homelessness crisis and advance 
the recommendations of the CSAC-League Homelessness Task Force. 
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2018 Federal Priorities 

 
Balanced Approach to Appropriations  
The League urges Congress to adopt a bipartisan and balanced approach to appropriations 
that also minimizes domestic spending cuts.  
 
Direct Investment in Infrastructure  
There is bipartisan consensus that there is significant need for infrastructure investment across 
the country. The League urges Congress to support direct investments in local infrastructure 
that strengthen, maintain, and preserve our aging roads, transit systems, bridges, freight, 
water, and broadband systems. Congress and the Administration should continue to support 
programs, including TIFIA, WIFIA, and the Capital Investment Grants program, which have a 
proven track record of success delivering critically needed infrastructure projects in cities 
throughout California. 
  
Support Affordable Housing, Community and Economic Development  
Affordable housing is critical to California cities’ community and economic development. The 
League asks Congress to support programs like HOME, which provides flexible funding, as 
well as grants, loans and loan guarantees to provide and preserve affordable owner-occupied 
and rental housing. The League also urges Congress to pass legislation to expand the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit program by 50 percent and to create incentives to target housing 
for extremely low-income or homeless families. 
 
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) provide critical funding for community 
development projects in California cities. The League urges Congress to fund the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program at its highest level and to support flexibility in the 
CDBG state program to enhance the use of the program by California’s 314 non-entitlement 
cities (cities under 50,000).  
 
Prevent and Reduce Homelessness  
California cities are especially concerned with a growing homeless population of more than 
118,000 men, women and children – some 78,000 of whom were found unsheltered during the 
January 2016 point-in-time count. Cities are working hard to confront this complex issue but 
often lack the resources to bolster effective programs like coordinated placement, rapid 
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rehousing and housing-first programs. Studies show that housing and assisting formerly 
homeless individuals cost taxpayers a fraction as much as providing services to those living on 
the streets, and housing-first policies shown in the placement of homeless veterans a proven 
success. The League urges Congress to support investments in mental health services, 
permanent supportive housing, rapid re-housing and housing stabilization programs, and drug 
treatment, as well as first-responder training. Equally important are investments in preventive 
efforts, like job training and education.  
 
Improve Rail Safety  
The continued increase in the transport of crude oil by rail, combined with recent rail accidents 
involving oil spills and resulting fires, has served to heighten concerns about rail safety among 
many of our member cities. The League urges Congress and the Administration to adopt rail 
safety improvements such as electronically controlled brake controls and to expedite the 
provision of real-time information to first responders. In addition, rail tank cars that no longer 
meet safety standards must be phased-out as soon as possible. 
 
Recognize Voter-Approved Marijuana Laws and Address Banking Challenges of 
Marijuana Industry  
A growing number of states, including California, have voter-approved measures legalizing 
recreational and medical marijuana. The Federal government must respect the constitutional 
authority of states to regulate commerce within their own borders. Federal funds should not be 
used to prevent California from implementing our own laws that authorize the use, distribution, 
possession, or cultivation of marijuana on non-Federal lands within our state. Further, there is 
a growing public safety threat to our communities and businesses because the marijuana 
industry is forced to operate on an all-cash basis. The League urges the Congress to make the 
required changes in federal law to allow lawful marijuana businesses access to the banking 
industry.  
 
Preserving Local Control Over Installation of Telecommunications Infrastructure  
With the rapidly growing and evolving technology of telecommunications, cities have a public 
duty to protect the public rights-of-way and residents from potentially intrusive 
telecommunications infrastructure. Cities strive to protect the structural integrity of their 
infrastructure assets, while working with industry to make the latest technology available to 
residents and preserving the aesthetic quality and cultures of their communities. The League 
urges Congress and the Administration to support local government control over the 
installation of telecommunications infrastructure. 
Increase Federal Aviation Administration Coordination with Cities  
Cities are concerned with several issues that are under review in the Federal Aviation 
Administration authorization. The League urges Congress and the Administration to work 
closely with cities on critical issues within the Federal Aviation Administration, including:  

• Oppose efforts to federally pre-empt local regulations concerning drone operations;  
• Provide more flexibility for proceeds of state and local taxes collected from aviation fuel 

sales;  
• Require advance community notification of flight path changes and provide 

opportunities for community input.  
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Enact Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Like the National League of Cities and many others across our nation, the League urges 
Congress to address the nation’s broken immigration system with a comprehensive approach 
that not only addresses equitable enforcement but also incorporates thoughtful, sensitive and 
bipartisan solutions to address the pending expiration of the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) Program, and the realities associated with millions of families, students and 
workers living in California and throughout the country.  
 
Invest in Public Safety and Disaster Preparedness  
To strengthen California’s homeland security, emergency preparedness and crime-fighting 
efforts, the League urges Congress to maintain federal investment in resources critical to 
enabling local law enforcement to adequately provide public safety. Specifically, the League 
supports full funding for the Byrne/Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) program, the Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program, the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency 
Response (SAFER), the Assistance to Firefighters grant programs and for disaster 
preparedness, prevention, recovery, and response for all-hazard threats.  
 
Maintain Energy Efficient and Resource Conservation Strategies  
The League urges Congress to provide federal resources to assist regional and local 
governments in developing and implementing energy efficiency and conservation strategies 
and ensure that local governments can continue, and not be preempted in, their efforts to 
achieve economic improvements through increased energy efficiency and conservation plans 
that seek to decrease carbon emissions 
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